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Daniel Schober (fourth from left)
and Kids Off the Block founder
Diane Latiker (second from left)
worked with Chicago Gun Violence
Research Collaborative fellows to
dialogue with youth in Chicago's
Roseland neighborhood.

Photo courtesy of Daniel Schober

“You try to create
deep systemic
change on the issues
that caused the
problem in the first
place, hopefully
preventing violence
before it occurs.”
–Daniel Schober

Marquee

Peace Team
Daniel Schober and Chicago-area graduate students collaborate
with community partners to understand and reduce gun violence

G

un violence is one of
Chicago’s most pressing
problems. And it’s something
that researchers at DePaul
University, along with
other area institutions, are
working to understand and
change through the Chicago
Gun Violence Research
Collaborative (CGVRC).
Daniel Schober, a DePaul
assistant professor of public
health, served as director of the
CGVRC from 2020 to 2022. The
collaborative, which addresses
gun violence through a public
health lens, also includes Sinai
Urban Health Institute, Rush
University, Adler University,
Loyola University Chicago
and University of Illinois
Chicago (UIC).
Schober says he’s proud
to work at a university that

immerses itself in seeking
solutions to urban challenges.
DePaul and the other
members are directly working
with historically underserved
communities. “We’re not ivory
tower institutions,” he says.
In Schober’s time as
director, he says he’s most
proud of the graduate student
fellowship program, a 15-week
program that brings together
graduate student fellows and
faculty fellows in participating
institutions to conduct
community-based research
related to gun violence.
Students take what he calls
a research activism approach,
using research to stimulate
community action and create
lasting change.
Last year, the graduate
students worked with young

people ages 14 to 24 from Kids
Off the Block, a youth-serving
organization in Chicago’s
Roseland neighborhood, to
better understand the causes
of gun violence and to partner
for change.
Myles Castro (LAS MPH
’18), a program manager at
Sinai Urban Health Institute,
participated in the collaborative’s work as a DePaul
graduate student fellow in
2017 and as a faculty fellow
in 2022. His main takeaway:
It’s critical to include young
voices and voices of color in
discussions and solutions.
“In terms of homicides due
to gun violence, communities
of color, particularly young
people, are disproportionately
impacted,” Castro says.
“Without including them in
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the conversation, we really
can’t get a true sense of how to
prevent this issue.”
Schober says the ultimate
goal of the fellowship is for
students to integrate what
they’ve learned into their future
careers, paving the way for
lasting change.
For Schober, those changes
bring hope. Historically,
gun violence has been
addressed through the lens
of criminology and criminal
justice. But gun violence is
a multidisciplinary problem
that demands a public health
approach, steeped in data but
also action, he says.
“You try to create deep
systemic change on the issues
that caused the problem in the
first place, hopefully preventing violence before it occurs,”
Schober says. “That’s what
we try to impart on students.”
— Kate Silver
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Photos by Tom Vangel

After the Blue Demon Bash, fans donned their “We
Are DePaul” T-shirts to form a capacity crowd as
the men’s soccer team played Xavier to a 1-1 draw.

k Alumni Chapter,
alumni chapters, including the Blac
Volunteers from local and affinity
, swapped
more
and
ee
Young Alumni Committ
the Chicagoland Alumni Chapter, the
ing.
Friday even
stories and made connections on
Held under the Fullerton ‘L’ stop, the Blue Demon Bash
featured several DePaul-themed inflatables that were
perfect for photo ops with friends and family.

Members of the Class of 1972 reunited to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of their graduation from DePaul at the Fifty Year Club brunch.
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The photo booth was a popular attraction
among partygoers at Friday evening’s Alumni
Weekend Reception.
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DIBS came out to enjoy the afternoon sun and spread some
Blue Demon spirit!

President Rob Manuel asked alumni to share their post-graduation
journeys with him at the Alumni Weekend Reception.

DePaul Community
Celebrates at Alumni &
Family Weekend

LaReyna Griffin (BUS ’08, CDM MS ’18), president
of the Alumni Board, introduced President Rob
Manuel to alumni, family and friends at the Alumni
Weekend Reception.

President Rob Manuel visited with
DePaul
Athletics Hall of Famer Mabel Stat
on (CSH ’55)
during the Fifty Year Club brunch.

From a formal reception at the Hyatt Regency on the Chicago River to the Blue Demon
Bash block party under the Fullerton ‘L’ stop, DePaul alumni enjoyed a full range of
events during Alumni & Family Weekend, Oct. 13–16.
A highlight of the jam-packed weekend was the Friday night alumni reception,
held at the Hyatt Regency Chicago. Alumni of all class years joined DePaul President
Robert L. Manuel for an elegant evening featuring hors d’oeuvres, drinks and plenty
of good conversation.
Current students, families and alumni had a blast at the third annual Blue Demon
Bash on Saturday afternoon. The tailgate under the ‘L’ tracks next to Wish Field featured
snacks, games and music and was the perfect segue to the soccer game, where the
DePaul men’s team fought Xavier University to a 1–1 draw in front of a capacity crowd.
The weekend also featured brunches, trolley rides to the Lincoln Park Zoo, Sunday
mass, a virtual trivia game and the All for DePaul Virtual Fun Run benefiting The
Finish Line Fund.

Alumni from
all class years
came together to
celebrate their
shared connection
to DePaul at the
Alumni Weekend
Reception, held
inside the elegant
Hyatt Regency
along the Chicago
River.
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Kate Barrett. Photo courtesy
of College of Science and Health

Milestones

Trustee John L.
Brennan
(1962–2022)

Occupational Therapy
Program Launched
DePaul launched its Occupational
Therapy program this fall, housed
in the College of Science and
Health and led by Program
Director and Associate Professor
Kate Barrett. The first cohort of
about 30 master’s students, who
are preparing to work in schools,
hospitals, clinics, private practice
and other settings, will learn to
treat children and adults with
developmental, physical, cognitive
and psychological conditions.

In Memoriam

T

Civics Initiative Receives
Grant Funding
DePaul received a $285,000,
three-year grant from the Teagle
Foundation to help develop a multisection civics course, Lived Civics,
the Social Contract and Public Life.
Molly Andolina and Ben Epstein,
associate professors in the
Department of Political Science,
and Margaret Storey, professor of
history and associate dean in the
College of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences, are leading the program,
which builds essential civic skills in
various disciplines.

Latinx Initiative Exhibition
DePaul Art Museum presents “A
Natural Turn,” an exhibition with the
works of four surrealist artists living
in the Americas — María Berrío, Joiri
Minaya, Rosana Paulino and Kelly
Sinnapah Mary. The exhibit, part of
the museum’s Latinx initiative, runs
through Feb. 19, 2023.
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he DePaul community mourns the death of John L. Brennan, a longtime
member of DePaul’s Board of Trustees. Brennan died on Oct. 3 at the
age of 60.
An inspiring leader, Brennan joined the Board of Trustees in 2009, following
the model of service to the university set by his father, Edward Brennan, who
also was a DePaul trustee and served as chair of the board from 1997 to 2001.
During his years of distinguished service to DePaul, John Brennan served on
or led multiple committees, including the finance, philanthropy, trusteeship
and investment committees.
“John’s contributions to DePaul University over the years were profound,”
says Gerald Beeson (BUS ’94), chair of DePaul’s Board of Trustees. “John was
an active board member who was always ready to serve and, more importantly,
a shining beacon of our Catholic, Vincentian mission. His personal warmth and
friendship knew no bounds, and he will be sorely missed.”
Outside his role with DePaul, Brennan’s successful 35-year career in
financial services included serving as the head of private wealth management
at William Blair and Company. He was also president of Bank of America’s
Illinois operation and was central region president of its private bank.
“We have lost an exceptionally dedicated and kindhearted leader who
was instrumental in building a strong connection between DePaul and the
Chicago community,” says DePaul President Robert L. Manuel. “Throughout
the years, John and his family have made a tremendous impact on DePaul and
its students. The entire DePaul community extends our heartfelt condolences
to his wife, Jean, his son and daughter, and his extended family.”
An active member in his community, Brennan engaged in extensive civic
leadership that included service as life director of the Chicago Public Library
Foundation, an executive committee member of WTTW and WFMT, a trustee
of Rush University Medical Center, the lead director of Miami Corporation,
and a trustee for The Harris Theater for Music and Dance.
A Vanderbilt University graduate, Brennan was a devoted family man and
is survived by his wife, Jean; his children, Jack and Kelly; and many extended
family members.

Rick Sinkuler. Photo by Kathy Hillegonds

Milestones

Master Class

How to Make a Festive Eggnog
By Ari Megalis and Christina Stradone
’Tis the season for gathering with loved ones,
exchanging gifts with family and friends, and,
of course, eating, drinking and being merry.
When we think of holiday cocktails, our attention turns to eggnog. This holiday drink — with its
rich, creamy base of milk, eggs and alcohol — has
been a winter classic through the years.
Various forms of eggnog have been around
since medieval European days. The rum-based
version popular today dates to colonial America,
when rum from the Caribbean was less expensive than brandy or sherry shipped from England.

Every year around the holidays, the staff
at Maplewood Brewery & Distillery prepares
batches of this recipe in 1-liter bottles. They
are for sale exclusively at the Maplewood
Lounge at 2717 N. Maplewood Ave. in Chicago.
Because eggnog contains raw eggs, be sure
to keep eggnog refrigerated and use within
three weeks.
To enjoy eggnog with a festive flair, build a
fire in your fireplace, gather with your favorite
DePaul friends, and raise a toast to a happy
holiday and a happy new year.

MAPLEWOOD EGGNOG
Makes about 3 quarts, or 24 servings
INGREDIENTS

12.5 ounces whole milk
9 large eggs
1 cup brown sugar, lightly
packed
2 tablespoons ground
nutmeg
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
25.5 ounces heavy cream
17 ounces white rum
16 ounces golden ale, such
as Maplewood Krispie
Cakes or Grahammie
Cakes Pastry Ale

Cinnamon sticks, for garnish

DIRECTIONS

1. Combine milk, eggs, brown sugar, nutmeg and
cinnamon in a large mixing bowl. Mix with an immersion blender, mixer or whisk until all the sugar
is dissolved. (If you like a thicker nog, separate egg
yolks from egg whites. Beat egg whites in a separate
bowl to form peaks, then stir yolks and whites into
the rest of the mixture.)
2. Add cream, rum and beer and continue to mix
to bring everything together and achieve desired
frothiness.
3. Refrigerate. When ready to serve, ladle into glasses.
Garnish each glass with a dash of ground nutmeg and/
or a cinnamon stick.

Maplewood Brewery & Distillery, maplewoodbrew.com, has been producing finely crafted beer and spirits
since 2014. The company is home to many DePaul alumni, including head distiller and co-founder Ari
Megalis (BUS ’05, MBA ’09), CFO and co-founder Paul Megalis (BUS ’09), founding brewer and CEO Adam
Cieslak (JD ’11), co-founder Kevin Holl (CDM ’04) and marketing associate Christina Stradone (CDM ’11).

College of Business
Appoints Leaders
Mark Shore (BUS ’87), an
alternative investments expert,
founder of Shore Capital Research
and a Driehaus College of
Business professional lecturer,
was named executive director of
DePaul’s Arditti Center for Risk
Management. Global real estate
consultant Rick Sinkuler (BUS
’83, MS ’86), previously a senior
consulting partner for Ernst &
Young’s real estate, hospitality
and construction practice, was
named Douglas and Cynthia
Crocker Endowed Director of
DePaul’s Real Estate Center.

STRC Inaugural Fellows
DePaul’s Social Transformation
Research Collaborative (STRC)
awarded faculty research
fellowships to Susana Martínez,
associate professor of Spanish
and director of Peace, Justice and
Conflict Studies, and Chernoh
Sesay Jr., associate professor
of Religious Studies. It also
gave professional development
fellowships to Lori Pierce,
associate professor of African
and Black Diaspora Studies and of
Global Asian Studies, and Lourdes
Torres, Vincent de Paul professor
of Latin American and Latino
Studies. STRC supports research
in the humanities as a source
of justice and healing for communities historically shaped by,
and continuously facing, racism,
violence and dispossession.
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